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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To prevent a certificate stamp from being reused illegally by 
printing a stamp surface design on the face side of a material paper for a 
certificate stamp such as a stamp and a postage stamp, applying a water-soluble 
paste to the back side of the paper, and impreg nating or coating the paper 
with a chemical substance which shows an irreversible color change upon 
reacting with water. 

CONSTITUTION: A material paper 10 for a certificate stamp is provided along 
an outer periph eral part thereof with a multiplicity of semicircular recessed 
parts 10a for separation, by a perforating machine. A stamp surface design 2 0 
is printed on the face side of the paper 10, and a water-soluble paste is 
applied to the back side. The material paper 10 comprises a thin paper in 
which cellulose of the raw material pulp is not dissociated even upon the 
permeation of water, and the paper 10 is coated with a chemical substance Ma 
in, for example, a roughly X-shaped pattern, before printing of the design 2 0 
on the face side. The substance Ma comprises a substance which comprises a 
transition metal, e.g. cobalt, as a main constitu ent and which, upon reacting 
with water, shows a change in the condition state of water molecules, 
accompanied by a change in color tone. Normally, the tone of the substance 
accords with the tone of the material paper, but upon contact with water, the 
tone of the substance is irreversibly changed. Thus, the certificate stamp can 
be prevented from being reused il legally. 
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